CAC Introduction at Your School
Hello, I’m _________________ and I’ve been representing our school on the Citizens’ Advisory Council for ____ years. Some of you may have heard of CAC; and others of you may have no idea what we do. I’d like to take a couple minutes and tell you about CAC and, hopefully, encourage a few of you to make a difference in your child’s education by becoming a representative for our school.

What is the CAC?

The Citizens’ Advisory Council is a group of parents and citizens that represents the needs, ideas and concerns of their schools and communities at a district level and assists the U-46 Board of Education in providing the best possible education for all students. We’ve been around for more than 40 years, researching different programs and ideas and then making recommendations to the board on things such as finances & budgets, curriculum and learning standards, facilities and boundaries, special programs, community relations, legislative issues and other things that can improve the learning environment for our kids.

What Does a CAC Rep Do?

Reps serve as a communication link between their schools and the CAC, bringing their schools’ opinions and questions to CAC. They also bring information from CAC and U-46 back to their schools to keep parents informed. Reps attend monthly general meetings that always include brief updates from the board, administration, CAC; and then a special presentation on a topic designed to educate you on your child’s learning experience in U-46. Reps are strongly encouraged to join committees, which is where the recommendations are developed. The CAC welcomes all parents and citizens that live within the district to become a representative. Each school can have up to seven members represent the school on the CAC.

If you are interested, please let Principal ________________________know and they will submit your name to the CAC. I have brochures here for more information or you can check us out on our website at www.u46cac.org. Any questions?

Thank you for your time! (See page two for FAQs)

Frequently Asked Questions

· Do you have to be a member of the CAC to attend meetings?
No, the public is encouraged to attend; in fact, the monthly meetings are a great way to learn more about how the district works and what’s going on. However, as a representative of your school, you will get the chance to work with others throughout the district, which helps you gain a more rounded understanding of the district and gives you the chance to have input on district programs.
· How do I become a member?

Talk with the principal at a school in your attendance area; they will be able to send your name in as an official representative. Reps serve from September through May.
· How does the CAC operate?
While the CAC holds monthly meetings for the entire council, there are also several committees that study different topics of interest in U-46. These committees meet separately and at the end of the year present a report that may make recommendations to the school board. The council will vote on these reports before they can be presented to the board, with one vote per school, which is why it is important for each school to have representation.

· What interaction does the council have with administration or the school board?
At each general monthly meeting there will be representatives available from administration and the school board, who update the council and are there to take questions and talk with CAC members. Also, each committee has a district liaison that works closely with each committee.
