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COMMITTEE MISSION & INITIATIVES FOR 2016-17
The CAC Family and Community Engagement (FACE) Committee is to take on challenging
initiatives throughout the school year that help improve parent and community involvement
at the school and district levels.
Our 2016-2017 Initiatives:
 Expand the parent group (PTO/PTA, Boosters, etc.) network to include middle and high
school parent groups. Continue developing a network of support to our parent group
organizations across the District. Identify contacts, assess needs, and determine
potential support opportunities to strengthen and encourage family engagement and
partnerships.
 Plan, organize and host a U-46 Citizens’ Advisory Council Board of Education Candidate
forum.

OVERVIEW
For its ninth year of work, the committee determined to explore two initiatives to address
various avenues of family and community engagement in U-46. We reviewed information
provided from our Board of Education (BOE), our most highly engaged and successful school
leaders and our invaluable parent volunteers throughout the District for direction. Our goal is
to align our work with the goals and objective of the BOE, staff and the 2016 Strategic Plan in
order to produce useful, effective results. Ultimately, our focus is driven by factors that impact
family and community engagement within our District.
The FACE committee aligned its initiatives this year to Priorities 5 and 6 of the Strategic Plan page 1920 (APPENDIX A-B) presented to the School Board on March 7, 2016:
Thematic Category: Community Engagement
Aspiration: We will engage in meaningful and effective relationships with all families and the greater community.
Priority 5 We will partner with families and the greater community to foster shared ownership and aligned support for our
priorities.
Priority 6 We will support and empower schools to be welcoming centers of family and community engagement.
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PTO/PTA Network
Priority 5.4 Increase family and community member participation and volunteerism in school and district
sponsored activities and events.
Priority 6.2 Increase parent’s satisfaction rates on how welcome and respected they feel within the district.

The 2016-2017 school year marked the third year of the Parent Group (PTO/PTA, Boosters, etc.)
Network initiative developed by the CAC FACE Committee. This initiative was started in an
effort to help School District U-46 better assist all school parent groups. At these network
events, parent groups obtain useful information in an open and candid discussion amongst one
another. The goal is to better equip all schools in the District to improve the quality of
education for our students and to increase opportunities for parent groups to meet their
individual school goals. These goals include fundraising, volunteer recruitment, and general
support of the school.
The first meeting in November 2016 was an open forum presentation to the parent groups. The
meeting was held at Poplar Creek Public Library (APPENDIX C) and was an orientation to the
Network with existing and new parent group leadership in attendance and an idea sharing
session discussing what topics should be presented and expanded upon in future meetings of
the network. We had 25 attendees representing 17 schools.
Our second meeting in January was held in the Bartlett High School Library (APPENDIX D). We
had a Technology presentation from Laura Macias, Director of Information Services, who
helped answer many questions about the District's Technology Department and the services
and support they offer to our schools. We then went into our open forum where our Parent
Group attendees shared their ideas and concerns with each other. We had 20 attendees from
15 different schools represented.
We plan to continue supporting parent groups by having one meeting at the beginning of the
school year as an orientation to new parent group members and a refresher to existing
members on basic rules and regulations that a parent group should know and follow. We will
also have a second meeting towards the end of the year to focus on any questions parent
groups may have during the year. We would like to extend an open communication channel to
the groups so they can ask us questions during the school year and we can try to help them get
the answers they need through our parent group email.
Recommendation
Continue to support the goals and progress of the Parent Group Network by providing
complete transparency on U-46 guidelines and policies as they apply to the parent groups.
Show Board support from FACE aligned board members by attending one or more Parent
Group Network meetings during the course of the school year.
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PTO Network Meeting at Poplar Creek Public Library and Bartlett High School

U-46 Board of Education Candidate Forum
Priority 5.1 Increase the number of opportunities for community members to interact with board members outside
of the board meetings and provide feedback. Increase participation of community members.
Priority 5.3 Increase awareness through social media and district communication resources and tools.

The FACE Committee successfully assumed a new role for this year – hosting the CAC U-46
Board of Education (BOE) candidate forum. The candidate forum was previously the
responsibility of the Legislative Committee, which was put on hiatus last year.
As part of the forum planning process, the FACE Committee wanted to ensure the event
maximized participation from the U-46 community. An outreach effort was launched in
December to solicit potential questions (APPENDIX E). A total of 42 questions were submitted
for consideration, including several (thanks to the assistance of student Board member Eric
Loera) from U-46 students. All 42 questions were submitted to forum moderator Kerry Lester
(Daily Herald) for consideration.
The candidate forum was held on March 9 at the DREAM Academy auditorium. All five
candidates – Enoch Essendrop, Cody Holt, Veronica Noland, Melissa Owens and Donna Smith –
participated in the event. Questions covered a wide variety of topics and provided potential
voters with a better understanding as to where the candidates stood on the issues.
While the FACE Committee was pleased to see that approximately 150 people attended the
candidate forum in person, that number was eclipsed by the 437 people who viewed the forum
on the district’s YouTube channel either live or after the event. Voter turnout on April 4 ran a
bit higher than previous elections with a turnout of 15.7% in the Kane County portion of the
district, 13.1% in the DuPage County portion and 8.4% in the Cook County portion.
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Recommendation
The FACE Committee recommends that the Citizens’ Advisory Council Executive Committee
decide what group will be facilitating the U-46 Board of Education Candidate Forum. Explore
the possibility of making it an Adhoc Committee when there is an election year. This includes
the upcoming races in 2018 for seats in the General Assembly and in 2019 for U-46 Board of
Education. The FACE Committee further recommends that the U-46 BOE Candidate Forum SubCommittee do a similar outreach to obtain questions and encourage participation be continued
for future events.

U-46 Board of Education Candidate Forum
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