U-46 Citizens’ Advisory Council
NOTES OF MEETING
TODAY’S DATE

MEETING DATE

MINUTES APPROVED

2019-02-22

2019-02-21

2019-04-11

MEETING TITLE

CAC General Council Meeting

AUTHOR

Dana Weiby

LOCATION OF MEETING:

Elgin High School, Learning Commons (Library)
ATTENDED BY:

Per sign-in sheets

DESCRIPTION OF DISCUSSION
1

Called to order at 7:01 p.m.

2

Lisa Hopp welcomed guests and noted that next month’s meeting is the BoE Candidate Forum on March 14 at 7 pm in
the DREAM Academy Auditorium.

3

A motion to accept the minutes of the January general meeting was made by Brock Friedman and seconded by Kevin
Sweeney. The motion passed unanimously.

4

Sue Kerr gave an update for the Board of Education.
--U-46 students recently competed at State level in wrestling, cheerleading, and speech, and 9 high schoolers were
named All-State Musicians.
--Melanie Meidel, Asst. Superintendent of HR, was named a Dept. of Defense Patriotic Employer for her work with a
Larkin teacher who is also a major in the US Air Force.
-- U-46 STEM Expo is Sat., Feb 23, at Bartlett High School.
--Schools throughout the District are celebrating Black History Month. Details are listed on U-46 website.
--National Biodiversity Teach-In, organized by students and environmental science teachers at Elgin High School,
wraps up this week. The webinars are available for viewing on YouTube.
--Pre-registration for incoming kindergarten students was held last week. Call your home school or the U-46
Registration Dept. to register any child who will be 5 years old by 9/1/2019.
--Info sessions for incoming kindergarten or 1st grade students interested in the Dual Language program will be held in
March. U46Engage sessions for incoming and current kdg families are coming in April. More info at www.U-46.org.
--All are welcome to attend Board of Education meetings on alternating Mondays at 7 p.m. at the ESC. You can also
watch meetings on School District U-46's YouTube channel.

5

Mary Fergus gave an update for District Administration.
--The Superintendent’s Scholarship is still accepting donations. Graduating seniors who are the first in their families to
attend college or trade school are eligible for the scholarships.
--The State of Illinois has extended the deadline for the 5Essentials Survey to March 15. If you haven’t already, please
fill out a survey for each school your children attend.
--The Seal of Biliteracy test will be offered in March to high school students who are also proficient in a language
besides English. More info can be found at U-46.org/biliteracy
--Let’s Talk, the District’s online customer service tool, is now open for each school in addition to district-wide. See
your school’s website for the link.
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Public comment: none.

7

Committee Updates:
--Family and Community Engagement (FACE): PTO Parent Group Networking gathering will be held February 27.
The annual Real Estate Professionals Breakfast is March 18. Real estate professionals should RSVP by March 12 to
FACE.u46@gmail.com.
--Finance Committee: No report
--Student Safety and Culture Committee: Next meeting is Feb. 27 at 6:30 pm in Room 339 of the ESC Building.
--Specialized Student Services Committee: The presentation titled “Help Your Special Needs Child Develop Strong
Relationships” has been rescheduled for March 19 at 6:30 pm at the Gail Borden Public Library. Please visit
www.u46cac.org/event/spec-student-services-program/ for more information.
--Instructional Initiatives Committee: Next meeting is Jan. 15 at 7 pm on the topic of Transitional Math.
--Ad Hoc Candidate Forum Committee: The BOE Candidate Forum will be held March 14 at the DREAM Academy
Auditorium. Madhu Krishnamurthy from the Daily Herald will be the moderator. The forum will also be livestreamed
on YouTube.

8

Detective Andrew Houghton from the Elgin Police Dept. and Junaid Afeef from the Illinois Criminal Justice
Information Authority presented the evening’s program: Keeping Your Kids Safe in Cyberspace. The presentation was
followed by a panel discussion featuring a high school student, middle school principal, social worker from the Social
Emotional Response Team, and a School Resource Officer.
Highlights: Advise your kids not to give out personal info to strangers online and to only friend or follow people that
they actually know. Have reasonable expectations for your kids’ online behavior: don’t make the penalty for online
misbehavior so bad that your kids are afraid to come to you when they need help. You should always have access to
your kids’ online accounts and be vigilant about 2nd secret accounts that are the profiles they actually use with friends.
Steer your kids away from unknown, encrypted, or foreign-based apps. In Illinois, schools can investigate online
activities that happen outside of school if it disrupts the educational environment.
The PowerPoint of tonight’s presentation can be found on the CAC website: www.u46cac.org/latest-updates/

9
10

A motion to adjourn was made by Matt Hovey and seconded by Brock Friedman. The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm.
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