U-46 Citizens’ Advisory Council
NOTES OF MEETING
TODAY’S DATE

MEETING DATE

MINUTES APPROVED

2017-11-10

2017-11-09

2017-12-07

MEETING TITLE

AUTHOR

CAC General Council Meeting

Dana Weiby

LOCATION OF MEETING:

Elgin High School, Learning Commons (Library)
ATTENDED BY:

Per sign-in sheets

DESCRIPTION OF DISCUSSION
1

Called to order at 7:03 p.m.

2

Lisa Hopp welcomed guests.

3

A motion to accept the minutes of the October general meeting was made by Mary Van Slyck and seconded by Megan
Larson. The motion passed unanimously.

4

Melissa Owens gave an update for the Board of Education.
--A number of our schools have been honoring veterans this week with ceremonies, assemblies, letter writing and
breakfasts. Veterans in attendance at this evening’s meeting were asked to stand to be acknowledged and thanked.
--The 2nd Annual Dual Language Parent Academy will be held Saturday, November 18, at Elgin High School to help
both English- and Spanish-speaking parents understand how Dual Language benefits students.
--The 11th Annual Principal for a Day event will be held on December 1, 2017. Please contact Karla Jimenez at the
district office (847-888-5000, ext. 4211) if you are interested in participating.
--The District’s African American and Hispanic Parent Leadership Institutes received a “Reflecting Excellence” award
from Reflejos Publications.
--About 1000 students and their family members attended Explore 2017 Community, Curriculum and Career Expo last
month. The Expo may be held on a weekday next year to allow schools to bring students on field trips during the
school day and increase attendance.
--School Board Meetings are held every other Monday at 7 pm at the Educational Services Center. You can also watch
meetings on YouTube.

5

Tony Sanders gave an update for District Administration.
--The recent passage of the Evidence Based Funding Model (SB1947) by state legislators is now being followed up
with “Trailer Bills” to attend to details that need to be addressed, including counting pre-K ELL students for funding.
--A new district customer service feature called Let’s Talk will be launched in December. It will allow parents to give
feedback and ask questions and track how long it takes for parents to get answers. A new U-46 website promised to be
more user-friendly will also be available soon.
--Before students take to social media requesting school closings for inclement weather, all should be aware of the
following guideline: If the busses can start and get through, schools will be open.
--Tony Sanders completed his first round of school visits to all 50+ schools in the district. He plans to visit all schools 2
more times throughout the school year.
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Committee Updates:
--Family and Community Engagement (FACE): Nov. 15 meeting topic is student-led conferences.
--Curriculum Committee: Nov. 14 meeting will address the Workforce Readiness Law, CTE, and Dual Credit
programs.
--Specialized Student Services Committee: Committee meeting on Nov. 14 at 6:30 p.m. at the ESC will provide a
preview of the committee’s next 2 programs: Puberty and Your Special Needs Teen (Jan. 23) and Social Deficits (Feb.
27). See CAC website http://www.u46cac.org or the CAC Facebook page (www.facebook.com/u46cac) to follow
events.

7

Call for public comment: Diana Gunsteen noted a change in school culture at Bartlett Elementary School, as well as
questions about school safety and recess procedures. She stated that parents feel their concerns are not being addressed
by administration.

8

John Heiderscheidt (Director of School Safety and Culture) presented information about School Culture, Safety and
Bullying.
Discipline is meant to teach or mentor students, not to punish. There has been a paradigm shift from “What is wrong
with this student?” to “what is this student going through?” The 5 Essentials survey results regarding school safety can
be found online. The Student Code of Conduct is available on the District’s website. The website also has an online
reporting form for bullying. Board policy on bullying is a restorative approach rather than punitive. Heiderscheidt
listed many protocols and procedures for school safety, including electronic access control and key fobs, panic buttons,
lockdown locks, safety vests, 2-way radios, evacuation chairs for those with limited mobility, AEDs (defibrillators),
classroom action plans, and the Raptor Visitor Management System.
An Ad Hoc School Safety and Culture Committee is being formed to take a deeper look at the Student Code of
Conduct and to allow members to be part of the vetting process for new safety procedures and equipment. Chairperson
is Megan Larson. Meetings have been scheduled for January 8, February 21, and March 7 from 7-8 p.m. Location to
be determined. If interested in joining this committee, send a message to U46.CAC.Student.Safety@gmail.com

9

Other business: none.

10

A motion to adjourn was made by Brock Friedman and seconded by Mary Van Slyck. The motion passed
unanimously.

11

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 pm.

12
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